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As I sit here writing my last President’s message for the NYSAFLT newsletter, I am
filled with gratitude for the people and experiences that have graced my life because of
NYSAFLT. Much like the students in our classrooms, I have learned and I have grown as a
person because of the extraordinary “presents” of NYSAFLT teachers. I have worked with you
on the NYSAFLT Board of Directors, I have been in your workshops, I have chatted with you in
exhibit halls, at Summer Institute dinners, and passing in the hallways at the Colloquium. Each
encounter has been meaningful and has changed my life for the better.
First and foremost, a heartfelt thanks to our First Vice President, Francesco Fratto.
Francesco chaired this year's successful Annual Conference in which our Keynoter speaker, Dr.
Lori Langer de Ramirez, inspired us to play and enjoy our students and our passion for
teaching. Thank you to Lori and to all of you who offered time to present, volunteer, and attend
this year’s conference. For those who weren’t able to be there, next year’s Annual Conference
in Rochester (chaired by Candie Black) is being planned as we speak and is sure to be an
enriching experience.
Additional thanks go out to the NYSAFLT staff for assuring that our organization stays
in tip top shape: John Carlino for his excellent managerial skills; Barb Patterson for her
amazing poetic annual recap as Assistant Director and hard work with the scholarship
committees; Ken Hughes for his technological twists that keep NYSAFLT fresh on the cyberscene, and office staff who keep things moving at headquarters. We couldn’t do it without all of
your efforts and dedication.
With that, my NYSA-friends, I bid a fond adieu to my years of service to the profession
and turn the reigns over to Bill Anderson. You will be in very good hands with Bill and his

unsurpassed organizational skills. Fourteen years ago, when I became a teacher, I made a vow
that I would give back to those who had given so much to me. I tossed my hat into the service
ring and I encourage others to do the same. We need your energy and ideas as NYSAFLT
continues to move forward, constantly evolving to be the best for our members. Have a
wonderful rest of your school year. It has been a pleasure serving as your NYSAFLT president.
See you in Rochester!
Debbie

NYSAFLT 96th Annual Conference 2013 co-sponsored by WNYFLEC
The NYSAFLT 96th Annual Conference was held in
beautiful Buffalo, N.Y. on Friday, October 11 and
Saturday, October 12. With the theme, “LOTE on the
Cutting Edge: Meeting the Challenges of Increased
Accountability,” the conference offered over 60 regular
sessions and three- hour workshops covering an array of
topics such as the Common Core Standards and
assessments, Annual Professional Performance Review
(APPR), FLES programs and strategies, Total Physical
NYSAFLT President Deb Carlson, Conference
Response Storytelling (TPRS), using music, film, and art in
Chair Francesco Fratto and Keynote Speaker
the classroom, classroom management strategies, new
Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez
teacher training, methodology, differentiated learning
strategies, and technology. This year’s “Best of Show” was awarded to Sarah Braunscheidel
from St. Francis HS in Athol Springs, NY, for her session “Differentiating LOTE Classrooms.”
We congratulate Sarah and wish her well as she represents NYSAFLT at the NECTFL
Conference in March.
The keynote speaker was Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez, Director of World Languages
and Global Initiatives at the Dalton School in New York City. Her engaging yet fun speech
related to the importance of play in the classroom, especially in the current state (stress) in which
we all find ourselves with increased mandates. The video of her speech can be viewed here. The
attendees were also fortunate to welcome and honor Roger Tilles, NYS Regent, who spoke to the
importance of foreign languages. It should be noted that he voted against the other Regents when
NYSED eliminated our LOTE assessments.
Participants had plenty of opportunity to circulate throughout the Buffalo Niagara
Convention Center to meet and chat with publishers and vendors. Some made purchases while
others made connections with colleagues. Joy Cumming was the winner of the 2013 Proficiency
Press iPad raffle. We thank Proficiency Press for donating this wonderful prize!
This conference would not have been possible without the support of some very
dedicated NYSAFLT members: A/V Chairperson, Michael Mitchell and his assistant, AJ
Ferris; Hospitality co-chairs Swaz Piron and Beth Slocum; Registration co-chairs Leslie
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Kudlack and Mark Critelli; WNYFLEC President Ellen Connell; Social Media and
Technology Director, Ken Hughes; Administrative Assistant, Brian Page; Assistant Director,
Barbara Patterson; and most importantly, Executive Director, John Carlino.
This year’s conference saw attendees from every part of the state, from eastern Long
Island to Buffalo. Even more impressive was the number of NYSAFLT past presidents in
attendance: Sue Barnes, Brenda Benzin, Sue Hochmuth, Nancy Ketz, Al Martino, Joanne
O’Toole, Nancy Wallace and Immediate Past President Mary Holmes. NYSAFLT is fortunate
to have the continued support of these past presidents who paved the way for others and ensured
the continued success of the organization.
If you would like to submit a proposal for 2014, please click here. We are looking
forward to seeing you in Rochester to ROCK YOUR WORLD!

SAVE THE DATE for the 2014 NYSAFLT Colloquium to be held on Saturday, May 3 in
Albany. Our theme is "Bringing the Common Core to Life: Building Communication
through Literacy.” The Colloquium will be held at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel located
at 1228 Western Avenue, Albany, NY. Stay tuned for more details!

On Friday, October 18, NYSAFLT PresidentElect Bill Anderson attended the Gala of the
New York State Association for Bilingual
Education (NYSABE) in New York
City. This event honored leaders in Bilingual
Education whose work has demonstrated their
commitment to biliteracy. At this event, Bill
and other state association representatives
met NYSED’s newly appointed Associate
Commissioner for Bilingual Education and
Foreign Language Studies, Angelica InfanteGreen (second from right).
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People Who Inspire
Are you looking for a way to honor your cooperating teacher, a college professor, or
someone who has inspired you as a teacher? If so, check out the new page that NYSAFLT has
developed to recognize those people who have inspired our members!

This concept was brought to us by current NYSAFLT President Deb Carlson and Past
President Mary Holmes after they attended the NECTFL conference in 2012. NECTFL was
kind enough to let us borrow their idea (http://www.nectfl.org/awards-2012-nectfl-wallrecognition). NYSAFLT Director of Social Media and Technology Ken Hughes created the
NYSAFLT version and we are happy to announce that all members now have the opportunity to
pay homage to a mentor or colleague. Please visit our page for more details.

Please consider applying for a NECTFL Mead Fellowship - check this link for details:
http://www.nectfl.org/awards-sans-incmead-leadership-fellowships
Applications must be submitted to NYSAFLT by December 6.
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Regional News
Capital-East
Thank you to the following Capital-East members who presented workshops at the
Annual Conference in Buffalo: Jeff Brown, Susan Frost, Al Martino, John Schepisi, Colleen
Sheehan, and Maureen Shiland.
The Capital Organization of Language Teachers, COLT, held its fall dinner meeting
on Wednesday, October 23 at Tops American Grill in Rotterdam. Twenty-eight COLT
members gathered for a social hour followed by dinner and NYSAFLT and COLT updates.
For more information about COLT click here

Mary Vogt, Mary Ellen Jackson, and Maria Pacheco at the
COLT Fall Meeting at Tops American Grill in Rotterdam.

AATF of CNY
Members and friends of the AATF of CNY were treated to a Quebec-themed workshop
held on October 26, at the Onondaga Free library. Over 40 attendees profited from the workshop
presentation of Emily Hall, French teacher at West Seneca Central Schools. Entitled “Les Contes
Québecois,” the lecture featured the use of Québecois short stories focusing on vocabulary,
culture, and film. Emily’s stated goal, “to leave students with a basic understanding of what life
was like for the early settlers in Quebec, with a focus on the culture of oral tradition and a
promise of sugar tarts and poutine at the end” was realized and appreciated by the audience. In
addition, Francophile Ken McCluskey, a retired English teacher and frequent traveler to Quebec,
added his insights and musings which captured and shared the soul of the province and city via
anecdotes, explorers, sicknesses, wars, the church, and politics, to name a few. A traditional
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Québécois meal featuring tourtière, prepared by the Chefs d'Or, and a tombola (raffle) of
authentic items including homemade maple syrup, rounded out the day's activities. This fall
workshop was another of the AATF's efforts to serve its members.
During the business portion of the meeting of the event, chaired by President Robin
Brown, members approved changes to the chapter's constitution. New wording authorized the
creation of Communications Officer(s) and Academic Project Coordinator, to be designated by
the president; the enlargement of the Executive Council; the clarification of duties of all officers;
and amendment ratification was more clearly defined. Vice President Jennifer Reed was
acknowledged as having participated in the Young Leaders Forum at the National AATF
Conference in July in Providence, Rhode Island and credited with spearheading the revisions.
As part of National French Week, on November 7, the group sponsored a free showing
of the Maurice Richard classic, The Rocket. Open to the public as well as students and teachers,
the film was shown at the Onondaga Free Library and included refreshments and discussion en
français.
The group's activities can be easily accessed on our website, www.aatfcny.org.

Presenters Ken McCluskey and Emily Hall display the flag of
Québec at the AATF workshop of October 26, 20013.

Attendees at the AATF Workshop Sarah Dailey, Denise
Mahns, and Lori Anne Heller enjoy the “Cabane à Sucre”
luncheon, complete with tourtière, salade, biscuits d’érable
et sirop d’érable.

Central
The northern section of the Central NY region held its annual conference at Immaculate
Heart Central in Watertown on Saturday, November 9. The Common Core was the major topic
of the conference, with presentations by Nancy Ketz, (“Common Core Alignment, LOTE
Advocacy, and Making Lemonade”) and Joanne O’Toole, Ph.D (“Communication, Culture,
Common Core Standards… and Puppets”). Many of the participants shared ideas and activities
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during the swap shop, and everyone had the chance to speak French or Spanish during lunch,
with conversation facilitated by Barbara Allen and Françoise Piron. In what may be a first for
a regional conference, the food was prepared by the school’s French teacher! Participants also
came away with several puppets that they had made.

Joanne O’Toole presents her workshop.

José Bernier, Deanna Cobb and Betsy
Roberts making puppets.

Amanda Prince shows off a puppet she
just made.

Mid-Hudson/Westchester
PoWeRFuL proudly hosted a great workshop, “Common Core in the World Language
Classroom” presented by national presenter John De Mado on Tuesday, October 15. There
were over 40 teachers in attendance.
PoWeRFuL President, Alexis Thornton was honored as one of NYSAFLT’s People
Who Inspire. Congratulations Alexis! Also, we would like to thank Roxanne Franquelli-Beras
for her service as Regional Director and welcome Sally Barnes who will start her term in
January. We would also like to congratulate Julie Gencarelli for winning the Gertrude Rossin
Teacher Incentive Grant. She will use this grant money for a dance program at her school during
foreign language week. Another congratulations is in order for Stephanie Albanese. In
celebration of Italian American Heritage month, one of Stephanie’s students was honored at the
Westchester County Legislative office.
Our next PoWeRFuL workshop will take place on Tuesday, December 3.

John De Mado presents for PoWeRFuL

Roxanne Franquelli-Beras and Sally Barnes

Italian Heritage Month recognition
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On Saturday, November 2 The Association of Language Teachers of Orange, Ulster,
Dutchess and Surrounding Counties (ALOUD) offered a five-hour-in-service conference at
SUNY Ulster. According to our feedback, it was a success! ALOUD is grateful to all involved
including our presenters and those in attendance. At this first time event, presenters Jenny
Delfini and Leslie Kudlack shared the many great opportunities NYSAFLT has to offer for
LOTE educators, including scholarships, member benefits and the Summer Institute and Annual
Conference. The in-service conference was completed with Mary Holmes presenting
“Creativity in the Common Core.” Mary began with an energetic hands-on activity to get the
blood flowing and then proceeded to demonstrate ways to reject the theory that non-fiction is
boring and how to utilize creativity to make it work in the TL for the classroom!
ALOUD, will hold many workshops at SUNY Ulster this school year along with our
annual conference at Marist College. ALOUD members will share their LOTE expertise as well
as receive a wide range of professional development from guest speakers. We would like to
thank Kathy Bruegging and Dr. Kevin Gaugler for ensuring that ALOUD members are always
well received at SUNY Ulster and Marist College.
On Tuesday, December 3 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. a LOTE Culture and International
Potluck will be held at SUNY Ulster. Be prepared to share and leave with ready to use
interactive and hands-on activities and cultural activities that align with common core standards,
to keep students engaged and motivated this holiday season. On Tuesday, February 4 from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. Gaby Ackert will present “Update Your Technology Toolbox” at SUNY Ulster.
Gaby recently received the NYS Association for Computers and Technology in Education Lee
Bryant Outstanding Teacher award.
The ALOUD/NYSAFLT Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, April 5 from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Marist College. Dr. Kevin M. Gaugler, Associate Professor of Spanish at Marist
College and past presenter on numerous occasions for NECTFL and ACTFL conferences, will be
the sponsored speaker. In addition Al Martino will be the guest speaker at the event. ALOUD
will be accepting workshop proposals for the annual conference until March 1. If you are
interested in presenting at the ALOUD/NYSAFLT Annual Conference please e-mail your
proposal to Jennifer Hunt at srtahunt@yahoo.com.
Finally, the Annual Senior Awards and Retiree Dinner will be held on Tuesday, May 20
at 5:30 p.m. at a location to be determined. For more information about ALOUD, please contact
Ana Gatta or Jennifer Hunt. We hope to see you at all or some of our events!
Please note that if Rondout Valley Central Schools are closed, ALOUD meetings will be
cancelled. To check, go to their website http://www.rondout.k12.ny.us.
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NYC-Long Island
On Saturday, October 26, 321 LOTE educators attended the New York City
Association of Foreign Language Teachers (NYCAFLT) Annual Professional Conference
co-sponsored by the New York State Association of Foreign Language Teachers (NYSAFLT) at
the United Federation of Teachers Headquarters in Manhattan. Participants attended three
workshop sessions of their choice during a full-day of non-stop activities. The event opened with
a welcome from Irma Evangelista, NYCAFLT's President, greetings from Nunzia Manginelli,
the Conference Chairperson, and a welcome from NYSAFLT's President Elect, William
Anderson. Robin Thompson and Tara Tassani (elect), NYC-LI Regional Directors, were in
attendance representing their regions and welcoming participants. Vivian Selenikas, the keynote
speaker, elicited an enthusiastic response from the audience and shared her personal experiences
as a second language learner. Her two workshops titled "Professional Practice 101 Active
Student Engagement" were enthusiastically received and allowed for active audience
participation even with the large numbers of LOTE teachers who were present. Attendees also
enjoyed speaking to the representatives of professional organizations such as AATSP and
AATF.
The workshop presenters focused on the conference theme: "The Road to
Communication and Culture: Student-Centered LOTE Learning." A variety of workshops
given in the target language and in English were held and many interactive workshops had "takeaways" that teachers could bring back for immediate use in their classroom.
The NYCAFLT Committee makes a special effort to provide early support to both
student teachers and new teachers of LOTE. Thus, the workshop "Surviving My First Years in
the Languages Other Than English Classroom: Practical Advice from the Trenches" proved to
be of great interest. Robin Thompson, our NYC-LI Director, organized and moderated this
workshop in which three classroom teachers with one to four years of experience, Stacy Blair,
Lise Bienvenue and Jessica Levy, provided the advice.
This year's conference also emphasized the cultural opportunities available to LOTE
teachers in New York City. Rosa Bonilla, the Corresponding Secretary of NYCAFLT,
presented a workshop in which several cultural organizations were represented: Spanish Theatre
Repertory Company, El Museo del Barrio, La Casa Azul, Ballet Hispanico, The Museum of
Natural History and Seary Spoken Word Artist. One of the many highlights was the dancing of
Zumba while performing Spanish karaoke from a Smart Board as well as watching a video. The
audience was delighted to leave with so many refreshing new ideas for the Spanish classroom.
How does one judge if a conference has been successful or not? The 242 evaluation forms
returned by participants in the 22 workshops gave high marks to their quality and relevance of
the topics addressed. They expressed admiration for the knowledge and dedication of the
presenters.
NYCAFLT's next event will be our Spring Professional Development Conference
which will take place in April 2014 at the UFT Headquarters in Manhattan. A description of the
conference and each workshop will be posted on both the UFT and NYSAFLT websites.
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Western New York
WNYFLEC was proud to co-sponsor the NYSAFLT Annual Conference in Buffalo. It
was great to see representation from throughout the state!
The annual WNYFLEC poster contest is in full swing! The theme is “Foreign Language
is…” and the entry deadline is January 3. Please check www.wnyflec.org for more information
and poster contest guidelines.
On Tuesday, February 11 WNYFLEC will be sponsoring a mid-winter Swap Shop
focusing on Foreign Language Week activities. Bring your ideas to share to help make Foreign
Language Week a success throughout Western New York. More information is available at
www.wnyflec.org.

Public Advocacy
The status of LOTE legislation on the national level is not very encouraging at this time.
Both the Excellence and Innovation in Language Learning Act and the Foreign Language
Education Partnership Act were referred to committee, but no action will be taken in the
foreseeable future. Their status is listed as “died.”
In New York State, Congressional Bill 1973, mirrored in the Senate with Bill 5192,
which intends to provide incentives to elementary foreign language programs as well as
incentives for college students pursuing teaching careers in LOTE, was referred to the Education
Committee this past January, but the hope of further activity at this time is not likely.
However, the grass roots efforts we have been promoting are increasingly pro-foreign
languages across the nation. The first ever U.S. lobby for the promotion of foreign languages,
The American Language Enterprise Advocacy (ALEA), has been created by business
professionals to raise awareness about the importance of foreign languages in education and in
the American work force.
Language teachers across the state are sharing their stories of successfully saving or
increasing programs that had been in danger of elimination. They are recruiting their students,
parents and administrators to speak out on behalf of our programs.
There are two ways you can help immediately with our efforts to advocate:
One: Share your advocacy successes with NYSAFLT. People are interested, invigorated
and motivated to follow your lead. Apply for scholarships and awards for yourself and for your
students. Present them in school forums and announce them in your local media. Keep LOTE in
the limelight. Please visit our newly updated Public Advocacy web pages for examples, ideas
and current documents.
Two: Keep your NYSAFLT membership active and encourage your colleagues to
become members. It costs less than $5 per month to be a member. Our voice carries much more
weight when we approach our legislators, Regents, Commissioner – and so on – when our
organization’s membership is large.
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Announcements
If you heard the Assistant Director’s year-end report at the Annual Conference, you know
the theme for 2014 is APPLY! NYSAFLT offers many professional opportunities for teachers to
travel abroad, attend conferences, have ideas or projects funded, and be lauded for their website
or departmental work. Below are upcoming deadlines:
January:
15 – APPLY for a Charles Zimmerman Memorial Travel Award
A teacher-led student group travel award allowing students to enhance their language acquisition
and/or cultural knowledge in the target language. A stipend of up to $10 per student traveling
with the group, not to exceed $300 will be awarded. The funds are intended to finance an extra
cultural experience during the trip.
15 – APPLY for a Post-secondary Student Scholarship
$500 awarded to an outstanding undergraduate student pursuing a degree in foreign language
education or to a NYSAFLT member pursuing a post-baccalaureate certification program and/or
graduate degree in foreign language education.
31 – APPLY for a Marcello Rochester-area Fund an Idea Grant
$125 awarded to a NYSAFLT Rochester area member to support projects and teacher efforts that
are related to the improvement and/or expansion of the instructional or extra-curricular program
of a class, school or school district.
March:
1 – APPLY for a Cultural Travel Scholarship
Awarded money for travel expenses and tuition to study for two weeks in Italy, Québec, South
America, México or Spain. Check individual scholarships for stipend amounts and if housing and
meals are also included.
Submitting an application for a grant, scholarship and/or award enhances the professional
domain of your APPR. Winning allows you to showcase the talent within the LOTE department
in your district (think advocacy). Most importantly, we grow as individuals in the profession that
we love! Visit http://www.nysaflt.org/awards/ for more information and APPLY!
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NYSAFLT Call for Papers
The Language Association Journal needs you! Submissions for the next issue are due
December 1. The theme for this edition of the Journal is: “Checking in on Checkpoint A!”
We all have favorite lessons and activities, so let's share them with each other. What's one
that you've used with your Checkpoint A students that really got them using the target language?
What's one they all still remember when they get to Checkpoint B? Submit yours to be included
in our next issue.
Not ready to submit just yet?? The theme for the spring issue of the Journal is Common
Core. Share ways that you have been able to implement Common Core Learning Standards into
your LOTE teaching. The deadline for the spring issue is February 1.
The Language Association Journal is the official peer-reviewed journal of NYSAFLT
and is published two times per year. It has a thematic approach and welcomes a spectrum of
submissions ranging from scholarly articles to teacher-to-teacher exchanges regarding language
learning and acquisition, instruction, curriculum, assessment, policy, advocacy, teacher
education, and other areas of professional interest to language educators. Please contact
nysafltjournal@nysaflt.org for submission guidelines or to submit your manuscript.

NYSAFLT Cards
Are there people whom you would like to recognize or honor? You can
now send greetings, words of comfort, or any other sentiment with a
NYSAFLT card. For a minimum of $5.00 per card, we will print your
message to indicate that a donation has been made. These will be published
in the NYSAFLT News and will benefit the teacher travel scholarship.
Cards may be obtained by going to www.nysaflt.org and clicking on
“Donate” or by sending a check (made payable to NYSAFLT) to:
NYSAFLT Headquarters
2400 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14214-2364
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Message from the Editor
It was great to welcome so many NYSA-friends from around the state to
my hometown of Buffalo for this year’s Annual Conference. I truly hope
you all enjoyed not only the conference but also your time spent in
Buffalo. I found Dr. Lori Langer de Ramirez to be both enlightening and
inspiring. She reminded me how fun the foreign language learning
environment can and should be. If you haven’t done so already, give your
students the opportunity to play! I am constantly reminded of the
conference by my Facebook newsfeed. I receive updates such as "Creative people are
curious, flexible, persistent, and independent with a tremendous spirit of adventure and a love
of play" (Henri Matisse) from the Strong National Museum of Play and I think of Lori’s
keynote address.
Please heed Barb Patterson’s call and APPLY for one of the many great scholarships that
NYSAFLT has to offer. The professional and personal rewards of being awarded a
scholarship or grant is definitely worth the time it takes to complete the application. I know
applying for my Zimmerman Award last year was easy and quick, and it really provided a
great “extra” for my students while we were in France.
I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to acknowledge our outgoing President, Deb
Carlson. I have known Deb for many years and have watched her rise through the ranks
from WNYFLEC Treasurer to NYSALFT Director, then NYSAFLT Treasurer and finally
NYSAFLT president. There is something truly inspiring in seeing someone from your own
region take on a leadership role in NYSAFLT and I have been so proud watching all that Deb
has accomplished. I wish her the best of luck in the future and look forward to working with
the new executive committee in January.

Mark Your Calendars
December
1

Deadline: Journal Submissions

6

Deadline: NECTFL Mead Scholarship Award Application

16-17 Board of Regents Meeting
31

Membership Year Ends

13

January
1

Membership Year Begins

13-14 Board of Regents Meeting
15

Deadline: France Teacher Travel Award (varies - see application)

15

Deadline: Post-Secondary Student Scholarship Applications

15

Deadline: Zimmerman Travel Award Applications

16

Webinar: “Interpersonal Communication: Refresh Your Teacher Toolbox,”
Joshua Cabral

31

Deadline: Vito Marcello Rochester-area Fund an Idea Grant Applications

February
1

Deadline: March Newsletter submissions

1

Deadline: Journal Submissions

1

Deadline: Annual Conference Workshop Proposals

10-11 Board of Regents Meeting
11

Webinar: “Adapting ELA Activities for All Levels in the LOTE Classroom,”
Mary Holmes

The NYSAFLT News is published by the New York State Association of Foreign Language Teachers,
Inc.
NYSAFLT, Inc.
2400 Main Street
Buffalo, New York 14214
Telephone: (716) 836-3130
Fax: (716) 836-3020
www.nysaflt.org

Executive
Director
John Carlino

NYSAFLT Headquarters Staff
Assistant
Director of Social
Administrative
Director
Media & Technology Assistant
Barbara Patterson
Kenneth Hughes
Brian Page

14

